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The Separatism Debate Continues

Throughout the latter half of the 20" century Quebec was often at odds with the rest of
Canada. In 1960 the Liberal Party came to power after the death of Maurice Duplessis
and in 1962 they won the election campaigning with the slogan “Maitres Chez Nous.”
Meanwhile, general support for the idea of Separatism increased and some Quebeckers
even joined extremist groups like the FLQ. In 1970 the October Crisis led to the
imposition of the War Measures Act and many Quebeckers were arrested without cause.
In 1980 Rene Levesque called a referendum, but much to his disappointment
Quebeckers decided to remain a part of Canada. Trudeau patriated the Constitution — but
many cracks in national unity were revealed. In April 1972 Canada became officially
independent by the signing of the Constitution Act; however, Quebec was not included.
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October 1992 Referendum: 54.5% voted to the Charlottetown Accord
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